


Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

(Matthew 28:18-20, NIV).
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From the Executive Director 

Responding to Jesus’ Call
In a time of economic uncertainty, rising inflation, and war in Ukraine, it would be easy to despair. When our world 
feels crazy, that feeling can’t help but have an impact on our actions and attitudes. Imagine pushing against all the 
despair in our world without the energy that your faith provides! According to Matthew, one of Christ’s final activities 
on earth was to call us to action, to share the Good News he brought us. Share it with whom and where? With all our 
neighbors—not only locally but across the world.

Although the following words may be well-known, ponder them with new eyes as the Great Commission they are: 

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

(Matthew 28:18-20, NIV).

Who will pass on the peace we know through our relationship with Christ? Who will share the Good News with coming 
generations? Each of us can be part of making disciples, baptizing and teaching them about Jesus! Through our planned 
gifts—our wills, trusts and legacy giving—each of us can be part of sharing the Good News with a world in need!

As you consider what your faith means to you, consider also the ways in which you can be part of sharing that faith with 
others. Of course, that is a daily task. But you also can make plans for that critical response to the Great Commission to 
continue beyond your lifetime. It can be accomplished through the exciting and fruitful work of our American Baptist 
family of mission. I invite you—indeed, I encourage you—to contact one of our American Baptist Foundation Planned 
Giving Advisors today. Their information is on page ___. Let that experienced, sensitive person help you create a personal 
legacy for reaching new disciples for generations to come. It will truly be an awesome way for responding to Jesus’ call!

Yours in Christ,

Rev. Dr. Chris Roush
Chief Executive Officer3





The Earle Family Legacy Endowment

Giving Your Testimony 
through a Legacy Plan

Before Jesus ascended into heaven he said to his followers,

 “You shall be my witnesses….” 
(Acts 1:8) 

To be a witness of God’s love revealed in Christ is like 

giving a testimony in court—it reflects the beliefs and 

feelings of the one on the stand. The C. Austin Earle 

Family Legacy Endowment, managed by the American 

Baptist Foundation, is such a testimony.

When God called the Earle family to be good 

stewards of all He gave them, they listened! 

Beginning with C. Austin Earle—an American Baptist 

pastor emeritus of Martin’s Pond Union Baptist Church 

in North Reading, Massachusetts, and Army Chaplain 

in World War II—Earle family members have given their 

testimony through their generosity. They also learned 

the importance of legacy giving when their father set 

up endowments for his church and for Gordon College. Photo: C. Austin Earle 



Following in his footsteps, his son, Ralph, has dedicated his life to honoring God through 

good stewardship, using his resources to help others. He graduated from Northeastern 

University in 1966 with a degree in mathematics and physics. He served as an officer in the 

U.S. Army, including a year in Korea during the time when experimental satellite communi-

cations were being introduced. Ralph was one of only seven authorized personnel to have 

access codes for them. Then after a remarkable career with Teledyne, where he had top secret 

clearance as a Senior Systems Analyst, he retired. That reveals the “professional” Ralph.

The “personal” Ralph is even more impressive. He is a 

soft-spoken, humble man who describes himself as “using 

the talents that God has given me, honoring God with 

my life, and being a good steward.” He has demonstrated 

these qualities by devoting his time, talent, and treasure 

as Christ would have him do so. He especially shares these 

gifts with his church, where his father was once pastor 

and where he leads in worship when needed and is 

always a teacher by word and example.
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Ralph loves his church and supports it generously, including making it one of the 

beneficiaries of several planned gifts managed by the American Baptist Foundation. 

He liberally supports the regional ministries of the American Baptist Churches of 

Massachusetts with both annual and planned gifts. He especially appreciates the 

region’s School of Ministry program because he believes in the importance of 

training leaders in discipleship.

Ralph has shared his gift of generosity by volunteering his time as well, no 

matter where he has lived. When he lived in Alabama, he conducted nursing 

home worship services every Sunday, serving communion and praying with 

the residents. When one of the church’s members required long-term care, 

Ralph visited her almost daily for more than two years. When he returned to 

Massachusetts, he collected day-old bread from a bakery and delivered it to 

the North Reading Food Pantry for years.

Upon his decision to sell his home in Alabama and move to Massachusetts 

to help his ailing brother, it came to Ralph’s attention that there was a 

family of foreign nationals who needed a house. But they had not established a good credit rating. Ralph sold his home 

to them and held the mortgage, which would help them build their credit rating.

Ralph has taken “service and stewardship” very seriously; they are an important part of his testimony. He is committed to 

leaving a legacy as his father did, by creating the C. Austin Earle Family Legacy Endowment.

Left t to Right: Ed Guerard, TABCOM Coordinator 
Friends of Regional Ministries, Ralph Earle and Linda 
Cassel, ABF’s Assoc. Executive Director during their 
summer 2023 legacy planning meeting. 



The Earle Family Legacy Endowment
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In the words of Susan, his sister in-law,

“Ralph has touched so many lives with compassion and generosity. I can’t begin to count the ways, 
but I do know his favorite Bible verse from Matthew 6:21, which he shares with us always.”  

This verse certainly helps explain the testimony he has given through creating his legacy plan: 

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”



As 2023 comes to an end, consider the many ways you can help support American Baptist ministries and missions 

while enjoying tax and income benefits. Here are a few end of the year gift suggestions:

Charitable IRA Rollover

Congress made permanent the law that allows people age 70½ or older who own an IRA to make gifts directly from 

their IRA to charity. For many people, this is the best tax-wise way to give. An IRA rollover gift will not be included in 

your taxable income and may qualify for your required minimum distribution.

Gifts of Stock

An outright gift of stock or other appreciated marketable securities is an excellent way to contribute to ministry while 

receiving attractive tax benefits. Stocks can also be used to create an income paying gift, such as a CGA or charitable trust. 

This option works best for individuals who:

•	 Have investments that have grown over time 

•	 Are concerned with paying capital gain taxes

There are many planned giving options available to you. Whether it be a gift of life insurance, a bequest through your 

will, or a gift of real estate, ABF can work with you and your advisors to establish a gift plan that works best for you, 

your loved ones and the ministries you hold dear.

For your convenience, ABF will work with your financial advisor or institution to facilitate your desired gift.

Legacy Giving



Many Christian individuals and families desire to remember their favorite ministries and charitable organizations 

through their current giving and estate plans. One way to accomplish this goal is to establish a legacy, or memorial, 

endowment bearing the family name or that of a particular family member or friend. 

Why establish a Legacy Endowment?

By establishing a legacy endowment with American Baptist Foundation (ABF), an individual or a family can be certain 

that the American Baptist ministries and missions they  hold dear are supported for years to come. Planting a seed may 

encourage other family members and friends to add to the fund over time. God has blessed each of us and we have an 

opportunity to make a difference. 

A Legacy endowment creates a chance to communicate your lifetime commitment to American Baptist ministry and 

mission while providing a living witness that can ensure the continuance of ministry for generations to come.

Benefits of a Legacy Endowment 

•	 Fund using cash contributions and/or a variety of assets

•	 Create a charitable deduction

•	 Produce steady stream of income to support ministries

If you would like to learn more about establishing a Legacy Endowment contact our offices by calling (610)-768-2035. 



11

Strengthening Your Financial Future
Custom Planned Giving Solutions for Ministry & Mission

American Baptist Foundation (ABF) is committed to improving the long-term financial health of our American Baptist 
partners in ministry and mission. As such, we provide a variety of services and resources aimed at growing resources 
and encouraging greater stewardship over time. ABF’s Strengthening Your Financial Future (SYFF) program provides 
customized solutions to support each ministry’s vision while breaking down barriers that inhibit stewardship.

VISION

•	 Helps break down barriers that inhibit stewardship
•	 Begins with a conversation between ABF and key leaders of your ministry
•	 Ultimate goal is the development of a customized planned giving program that is tailored to your ministry

COMMUNICATION

Delivering your stewardship message
•	 Clear, concise messaging is critical to realizing success
•	 ABF assists developing marketing materials

Planned Giving Education
•	 Creative giving to better understand how to give by: Bequests (wills), stock and marketable securities, real estate, 

life insurance and through other planned giving options
Gift Cultivation

•	 As interested supporters are identified, ABF has planned giving expertise to work with individuals, families, and 
their advisors, to help ensure that appropriate and effective planned giving options are explored - allowing your 
ministry to focus on what is most important - communicating your vision

CELEBRATION

•	 Successful programs increase ministry awareness and provide greater assurance that your organization will be fruitful 
for generations to come, share each story

•	 ABF provides creative ways to celebrate and encourage your members and supporters
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@americanbaptistfoundation

www.facebook.com/AmericanBaptistFoundation

www.youtube.com/AmericanBaptistFoundation

Thank you to our partners, American Baptist Regions (Multi-Region 
Corporation), American Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS), and 
American Baptist International Ministries (IM). 

The Foundation encourages the support of these ministries.

Our Partners

EASY STEPS TO STAY CONNECTED TO ABF ONLINE:

1.	 Follow and Like us on Facebook and/or Instagram

2.	 Share our Post with your donors, ministry leaders, 

friends, family, etc.

3.	 Visit our website and Subscribe to our eNewsletter

For easy access to the following, 
scan this QR Code using the camera 
on your mobile device and/or tablet:

•	 Our website
•	 Estate Planning Guide
•	 eNewsletter sign-up
•	 More resources SCAN ME


